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Commemorative Message
for the

July 3, 1848 Emancipation

The 17" Board of Education of the Virgin Islands is pleased to recognize the 168"
anniversary of Emancipation.

On Monday, July 3, 1848, the chains of physical slavery were broken in Frederiksted,
St. Croix. We take this annual opportunity to pay down on the debt we owe to our liberators.

The heroic sacrifice of the leadership of General Buddhoe and Admiral Martin King brought
the African descendants of the Danish West Indies their first taste of human dignity and
worth.

On Sunday, July 3, 2016, we urge the people of the Virgin Islands of the United States, to

pause in reverential reflection of the magnitude of this incredible accomplishment in our
struggle for humanity.

Excerpt from: Conversation Between Martin King and Buddy Ben

“Me yerry say de nager bin play de deuce da town,

De fort bin hab no powder dem say, foo shoot dem down;
You blebe me, Bassin Gentlemen, dem brave pon me word,
You nebber bin goin catch dem gib de nager up dem sword,

Dem know foo use dem right, da dem know how foo fight;

Hura foo dem, hurrah!”

MISSION STATEMENT

The Virgin Islands Board of Education is committed to its vision and will promote the transformation of the structure of existing public education through:
1. governance over the public education system; 2. improved student, parent, teacher relationship; 3. comprehensive community engagement; 4. standards
that promote high academic achievement; 5. creation of an environment that is conducive to effective communication; 6. enhanced quality of professional

development for all; 7. provision of adequate resources to achieve our vision, goals and objectives.

VISION STATEMENT

To ensure that each child is provided with the best quality education which promotes our history and culture, guarantees academic achievement

and builds strong communities.



