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GOVERNMENT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

VIRGIN ISLANDS BOARD OF EDUCATION

Minutes
Executive Session — November 21, 2023

The Board entered executive session at 7:59 p.m.

Cheray Reid Account

Mbr. Richards that the committee recommended the full discharge of the
outstanding balance for Cheray Reid of $2,951.64 in consideration of
mitigating circumstances, specifically the co-signer’s claim that the loan
had been paid and the board’s inability to validate the records, and the age
of the loan.

MOTION: Mbr. Richards moved to discharge in full the outstanding
balance for Cheray Reid.

The motion failed for lack of a second.

MOTION: Mbr. Sekou moved that the standard approach be used for
loans where there is a dispute and waive 50% interest.

SECOND: Mbr. Joseph

Objection: Mbr. Richards who said that option had been considered by the
committee and rejected since neither side can provide documentation.

Voting was as follows:

Yea (3) —K. Callwood, T. Joseph and N. Sekou
Nay (2) — E. Perez-Cassius and S. Richards
Not Voting (2) — W. Hendricks and J. Gomez
Absent (1) — A. Lockhart

The motion failed.

MOTION: Vice-Chair Cassius moved for the borrower to repay the
principal only of $1,202.52 within 6 months and if payment is not made
then the board will proceed with corrective action.

SECOND: Mbr. Hendricks

Objection: Mbr. Gomez (before timeline and corrective action added)

Voting was as follows:
Yea (2) —-W. Hendricks and E. Perez-Cassius
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Nay (3) — K. Callwood, S. Richards and J. Gomez
Not Voting (2) — T. Joseph and N. Sekou
Excused (1) — A. Lockhart

The motion failed.
1. Denise Russell Account

MOTION: Mbr. Richards moved to discharge the $25 balance for Denise Russell
SECOND: Mbr. Joseph

Voting was as follows:

Yea (6) —K. Callwood, W. Hendricks, S. Richards, J. Gomez, T. Joseph and N. Sekou
Not Voting (1) — E. Perez-Cassius

Excused (1) — A. Lockhart

The motion carried.
. Laurie Ryan Ruznack Account

The committee was asked to verify the bankruptcy notice for Ms. Ruznack before acting on the
balance of $4,335.30.

MOTION: Mbr. Richards moved to charge off the balance as part of the bankruptcy proceedings.
SECOND: Mbr. Joseph

Objection: Mbr. Gomez said the bankruptcy report should make the decision whether to
discharge and the board should check with the court.

Voting was as follows:

Yea (2) —T. Joseph and S. Richards

Nay (4) — k. Callwood, J. Gomez, E. Perez-Cassius and N. Sekou
Not Voting (1) — W. Hendricks

Excused (1) — A. Lockhart

The motion failed.
IV.  Discussion of COVID Scholarship

Mbr. Sekou referenced the motion made in May and confusion whether the low GPA
accommodation also applied to the COVID scholarship. She said the Board shouldn’t be
returning funds to the federal government and students with low GPA’s should be eligible.
Mbr. Gomez said the Board would need to go back to OMB if there were changes and get
consent.

MOTION: Mbr. Sekou moved that students with low GPA’s also receive the COVID scholarship
if they filled out the application.
SECOND: Mbr. Joseph
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Voting was as follows:

Yea (3) —T. Joseph, E. Perez-Cassius and N. Sekou
Nay (3) — K. Callwood, J. Gomez and S. Richards
Not Voting (1) — W. Hendricks

Excused (1) — A. Lockhart

The motion failed.

Mbr. Sekou said she wanted the record to reflect that the Board decided to let funds be returned
to the federal government instead of awarding it to students in need. Chair Callwood objected to
the statement.

V. Adjournment

MOTION: Mbr. Gomez moved to come out of Executive Session.
SECOND: Chair Callwood.

The motion carried.
Submitted By:

Shawna K. Richards, PMP
Secretary



